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A Great Time of Year 
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� Ever since I was young, I have loved the fall. I liked it when 
the weather turned cooler. I was excited about school, a new tele-
vision season, and both college and professional football. I was 
interested in seeing what would happen at church, which often par-
alleled its programming with my school. I enjoyed the buildup to all 
the major holidays before us as winter approached. I enjoyed 
meeting new people who often entered into my life through church 
and school. Fall was just a superb season. 

 Today, I feel the same way. I now “wrack and stack” what is 
important in a slightly different order. (I can’t say I rush out to get 
the fall TV Guide as quickly as I did when I was a teen!) But it is 
still a super time of year. 

It is our goal for Parkway’s programming to be an exciting 
and engaging part of your lives this fall and beyond. We also hope 
that we will meet new people and get to know others even better. 

 On August 28th, the Parkway Session had its first fall retreat 
in years. Most session retreats are focused on training new elders 
and team building so it can work well in the following year. But this 
year, we got together to look to the future. 

What is our mission in 2010-2011? Which activities come 
first at Parkway? How should we allocate the financial gifts that 
have been given us? In what way can we organize ourselves to 
most effectively follow Christ’s call and make the best use of mem-
bers’ and friends’ gifts? You will hear the results of our retreat in 
worship, The Billet, and via the website and Facebook. 

� �

Continued on Page 2 



� One important date I hope you will put on your calendar is September 12th. This 
is not only our Kickoff Sunday, during which we will open the fall season with joyous 
worship, but it is also a day during which much information will be shared about what 
we have planned for the months to come. In this service we will be commissioning the 
teachers from our church and our preschool.  It will also be the Sunday when we rec-
ognize our new choir director, Chris Burton, and our new accompanist, John Thibo-
daux, over lunch. The youth group is hosting the lunch, and the proceeds will go to-
ward youth programming in the coming year. Come and get to know Chris and John 
and enjoy a meal together after an important worship service. 

 I also hope you will put our Cross Roads ministry on your schedule. We meet 
and get involved in an activity at least once a quarter. The next Cross Roads meeting 
is being held at Diane Sehrt’s home on either Sept 17th or 18th (Look for future an-
nouncements). The next activity is to support our Parkway Preschool’s Open House on 
Oct 7th which gives us all a great opportunity to both support our teachers and to get to 
know parents in our community. If you have any questions or want to know more about 
Cross Roads, contact our leader, Betsy Molaisson. 
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A Great Time of Year   Continued from page 1 

Men’s Club 
 
 
The next breakfast for Parkway’s Men’s Club will be at Shoney’s Restaurant on 
Clearview near I-10 on Wednesday, September 8th at 7:00 a.m.  All men of Parkway 
Church are invited to attend for good conversation, Christian fellowship, and a great 
breakfast. 
 
On August 11th, a rainy morning, ten Parkway men gathered for the Men’s Club 
monthly meeting and breakfast.  When I arrived, Jack Bauman was already relating 
details of restaurant operation.  Jack, the “old pro”, was giving Kyle Tracy, who is 
studying the subject at UNO, some inside tips and advice.  Jack used to be a manager 
at the Landmark Hotel.  He talked about an event that Al Copeland hosted; how good 
Al was at so many endeavors; his spice subsidiary and automobile collection; and his 
life choices.  Other local family business operators, like Schwegmann’s and 
Zuppardo’s, and how they have a family representative up front all the time, were 
noted.  Employees can be a source of problems unless the owner is present�
 
Other discussions: Pat Hazen drives the residents’ errand van at Westminster; Pastor 
Tom was in the Baton Rouge area with his family because his father had recently died; 
and housing costs and the resale market (Cost for new residences is $100 - $150 per 
square foot. Not a good time to sell a house. Better to wait until demand catches up 
with supply).�
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Men’s Club continued 

At 7:30 a.m. our more formal group sharing meeting began.  Pat Hazen has been 
studying Bonheoffer, who wrote about Jewish Germans’ rights at the time of Hitler. He 
read a related prayer by Ken Phifer titled “Hate”. Thought was: doubt, despair sadness 
may not overwhelm, make me an instrument of God’s grace. The timely prayer 
sparked related comments. On the history channel, Hitler stories are appearing more 
frequently; the losers of war are now rehabilitated rather than being punished; Churchill 
was a “towering” figure; Jewish history led to difficulties for them; Christianity history 
was to give knowledge to people; monks in Turkey have massive manuscript collec-
tions, a la the DaVinci book; Crusaders sacked a Turkish city and caused the Eastern 
Orthodox church to split with Rome. 
 
John Ruby related a personal experience to close the session.  On Monday at a local 
restaurant, Soni’s purse was stolen when someone bumped her chair to distract her. 
She had four credit cards in her purse. The thief put $200 on one of the cards.  All the 
cards were recovered when the purse was found and returned. 

MISSION  

On the 10th of July, Parkway hosted the second largest number of volunteers (53) 
since Katrina. Volunteers were from eight different churches and came from coast to-
coast CA (San Francisco) and SC (Columbia).   
Laundry Stats were nothing short of astounding: 
 
 545 towels laundered 
 394 tee shirts laundered 
   94 bed sheets laundered 
 
And of course, dinner for 80 on Wednesday.  All provided by the good hands of Park-
way. 
 
The good hands of the Mission Volunteers worked on eight homes; moved a truckload 
of lumber into a warehouse; packed the Westminster garage sale “leftovers”; packed 
and delivered two truckloads of clothing and furniture for Project Hope at First. Pres.; 
painted and repaired areas at First Pres.; and unloaded the wall of cabinets in Parkway 
Preschool’s room to enable the termite remediation work to begin. 
 
 
The $635 collection for Haiti Relief taken at our recent crawfish boil with our visitors 
from Knox Presbyterian Church was sent to “Impact for Jesus in Haiti” and will provide 
3,200 meals for the orphaned girls at Grace House of Hope.  Because of damage to 
their orphanage they have been living in horrid conditions for six months but the re-
building of the orphanage is now under way.  Thanks to all who donated. 
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Come early at 9:00 a.m. for a Continental Breakfast. Pass through the kitchen on Sunday, 
September 12, on your way to class to pick up a light breakfast provided by the Teaching Min-
istry. As a part of our traditional 10:30 a.m. worship, we will be commissioning our teachers 
for the coming year. Our volunteer and staff educators of our church and preschool will take 
part in our annual commissioning service. The service will focus on the many events and min-
istries we will engage in in the coming season.  Following worship the Youth Group will be 
hosting a luncheon to welcome Chris Burton (our new music director) and John Thibodeaux 
(our new accompanist). Stay and support our youth group while enjoying a fried chicken and 
jambalaya lunch with dessert for $5.00 per person.  Let’s make a day of it at Parkway as we 
embark on a great year! 
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YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR 
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Building Disciples to Live in God’s World  

2010-2011 
Children’s Programs 

9:10-10:10 a.m. * The Gift of Playing - the children will take time this year to simply enjoy 
each other’s company for time on the wonderful playground as well as playing board games to 
encourage our students to work together cooperatively.  A volunteer will supervise this time of 
fun and reflection on where they have seen God each week. We will gather in room 14 each 
week.  
 
10:45-11:15 a.m. * Children’s Church during worship - The children will continue 
participating in a program that offers many of the same elements as the adult worship, such as 
prayer, scripture, and application of the Word through puzzles and art. An adult accompanied 
by a youth (being mentored in leadership) leads this program each week. 
  
Sunday Afternoon * Family and Friends Fun Day - a monthly activity following worship for a 
time of games and recreation with the parents and children of Parkway. In September, we will 
gather on Sunday, September 5th. See Pastor Tom, who leads this program, for more 
information. 
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SUNDAY MORNING PROGRAM AT 9:10 A.M. 

Understanding Islam - This class will meet September 12th, 19th, and 
26th in Room 9.  From a Christian perspective, our pastor will continue 
to teach and lead discussions on this current topic. 
�

Theology in Movies - Pastor Paine will start this class on October 3, as 
together they review movie clips while discussing the Bible/theology re-
lated to the clip. This class will meet in room 9. 
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Students in second and third grade and their parents are encouraged to mark their calendars 
for Saturday, September 25, as we offer an opportunity for them to learn more about the Sac-
rament of the Lord’s Supper. The children and their parents accompany one another, growing 
in their faith and understanding, as they prepare to begin taking communion on Sunday, Sep-
tember 26th with the congregation during our worship service. To register for our First Com-
munion Class email Suzie at suzie@ppc.nocoxmail.com or contact her through the church of-
fice no later than the 22nd2��

First Corinthians - One in Christ - a Kergyma study will be led by Frances Bordelon. 
Corinth was a cosmopolitan city full of mystery. Paul’s letter to the Church in Corinth 
still holds valuable insights for us today, as he offers concrete examples of how a be-
liever’s thoughts are affected by genuine faith in Christ. Through Paul’s teachings we 
learn that having the mind of Christ changes the way we value ourselves, others, and 
how we live in the world. Being Christ-minded enables believers to value every contri-
bution that strengthens the community of faith while members engage with humility co-
operatively. The resource cost is $22.00, and checks should be made payable to Park-
way. This class gathers in the library and will also begin on October 3rd..  
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The students in grades 6th – 12th will enjoy Sunday afternoon gatherings immediately following 

the traditional worship service for movie and relevant issues studies from thethoughtfuchris-

tian.org. The Junior and Senior High students meet separately for study and as a large group 

for games, recreation, and a meal. Junior High students will be encouraged to participate in 

local and state youth retreats. Senior High youth will participate in similar retreats as well as 

one national youth conference.  In addition, the youth group participates in mission opportuni-

ties throughout the year, working with such community partners as the Audubon Zoo, assisting 

with the annual vacation Bible school, and working with First Presbyterian Church’s “Project 

Hope,” an outreach ministry with the homeless. 
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ADULT MIDWEEK 

 
Pastor’s Book of the Month: This group gathers the first Monday of 
the month at noon at an area restaurant for lunch and to discuss the 
current resource.  In September, the resource is The Blessing by Dr. 
Gary Smalley with a theme of God at work in different family systems. 
During October the group will read The Ragamuffin Gospel by Bren-
nan Manning, and the theme is Good News for the bedraggled, burnt-
out, and beat up.  

 
 
The Way of Blessedness led by Jan Faust on the first and third Thursdays of the 
month. This evening study gathers at 7:30 p.m. in private homes. The resource is au-
thored by Marjorie Thompson and Stephen Bryant. As we're transformed by God's 
love, we're able to become people who mourn with and for others and our world, who 
understand and live out Jesus' example of meekness, who hunger and thirst for holi-
ness, who humbly offer and receive mercy, whose hearts are pure and able to see the 
imprint of God in all things, who seek peace, and who hold strong in our faith through 
adversity. In other words, with God's help we will attempt to live the Beatitudes and the 
Sermon on the Mount. This resource continues this group’s use of the “Companions in 

Parenting seminars: Through the use of resources from 
www.thethoughtfulchristian.com, as well as community re-
sources, we will offer monthly parenting seminars on the first 
Thursday of each month beginning September 2. Seminar topics 
will be listed in the monthly Billet. We will meet in the Sanctuary 
at 7:00 p.m. for one hour. Childcare will be available from 6:45-
7:30, and is limited. Pre-registration will be required for those 
wishing to utilize the free childcare. 
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The popular Young-at-Heart program, sponsored by Parkway Church, will resume activities for 
2010-11 year with a presentation given by Parkway’s Pastor, Chaplain Major Tom Paine, on 
his experiences “Being a Military Chaplin”. This will be Tom’s “first hand” experience with a 
deep and timely subject.  The date will be Tuesday, September 21, with lunch starting at 11:30 
a.m. Workers should arrive at 11:00 a.m. 
I 
t is requested that attendees bring a plate for the covered dish lunch: vegetable, salad, entree, 
or dessert. Also bring a friend to add to the mix. 
 
The organization of Young-at-Heart will be the same this year as in the past. Group A will set-
up (cut desserts, put the food out for serving). Group V will “clean up” (wash the silver and put 
away the tables and chairs). 
We will issue a list of the members with the new assignments after September 21, as we an-
ticipate adding some new members.  With the member list, we will announce future programs.  
If you have a program to propose, speak with Tom Smith (247-6294). 
 
Dates for the programs for 2010-11 are October 19, November 16, December 14, January 18, 
February 16, March 15, April 19, and May 17. 
 
Suggested speakers and topics are: Diane Sehrt on physical therapy; Ford Dieth on upbeat 
concepts; craft displays by members; Zeke Whittaker, Jefferson Performing Arts; music; puz-
zles; trips to New Orleans Museum of Art and Rosedown Plantation. 
 
If you have any questions, call the church office at 733-1644.  

“Take me out to the ball game…” 
�
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Do you have a birthday in September? The Anna Group would like to celebrate it with you! 
We will have a birthday cake for you in the Fellowship Hall on September 12th. All are invited 
to share in this special event. We are planning the same event on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month, so be sure to attend that day, especially if it is your birth month.  
 
Contact Ruth Ingram at 887-5404 if you have any questions. 
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September  Birthdays  
  2 Kay Leah Valasek  
  3 Charles Kantrow  
  5 Zoe Malanders  
 Alex Zemmer 
  8 Walter Dabbs 
 Jan Faust 
 Richard Meyer 
10 Jessica Meyer 
11 Grace Holland 
 Julia Switzer 
12 Craig Muller 
13 Debby Haydel 
15 Patrick Michael Green 
18 Wendy Leiva 
 Amanda Thomas 
19 Patsy Green 
22 Ann Calvert 
 Randi Starks 
 Barbara Valasek 
25 Morgan Calvert 
26 Bill Chancey 
28 Craig Springler 
30 Jessica Vaughn 
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Address Change  
N. T. Barone �
605 Wimball St. NE �
Minneapolis, MN  55432 �

 
 
Preschool needs empty frosting cups for the Kindergarten class. Please  
leave them in the church office. 
 
 

 
 Don't know what to do with all those address labels you  
 get in the mail? Don't throw them away!  Please pass 
 them on to the preschool.   
 
 We will cut off your name and use the pictures for stickers.  
 
 Don't be afraid - we will shred all the address part so none 
 of your information will be seen.   

JUST ONE CAN – WE CAN – YOU CAN 
 
    
 
 
   If each of us brought Just One 
   Can to church each week we 
   couldeasily collect 500 cans 
   each month for the Jefferson 
   Presbyterian Food Bank. They  
   feed 500 people each month.   
 
 

JUST ONE CAN – WE CAN – YOU CAN 

PRESCHOOL 












